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Message Text 


SUBJECT: COUNTRY COMMERCIAL PROGRAM: FY-78 FIRST QUARTER 
PROGRESS REPORT 


WCAG MET MARCH 2, 1977 ON THE FIRST QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT 
AND HAS THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS. 


1 . CAMPAIGN 4- WITH REGARD TO BSP SPIN-OFFS IN 
GENERAL, WCAG WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF THE POST CONTINUES 
TO BELIEVE THAT SPIN-OFFS ARE FEASIBLE AND USEFUL. 


2. WCAG NOTED THAT THE CANCELLATION OF THE EIPT AND 
ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS SOLO BY USDOC ELIMINATED A MAJOR 
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ELEMENT OF CAMPAIGN 5 ACTION, BUT POST SHOULD BE AWARE 
THAT THE VARIETY OF EQUIPMENT TO BE FEATURED BY THE 
PLANT MAINTENANCE EXHIBITION OFFERS POSSIBLE SUPPORT 
TO CAMPAIGNS 2 AND 4. IT IS NOT CLEAR FROM REFTEL 
IF POSSIBILITY OF U.S. PAVILION IN ADDITION TO INFORMATION 
BOOTH AT KOREA ELECTRONICS SHOW HAS BEEN EXPLORED AS 
ALTERNATIVE TO U.S. SOLO AND DROPPED IN VIEW OF UNCERTAIN 
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INTEREST OF LOCAL AGENTS. PLEASE ADVISE PLANNED ACTION 
FOR KOREA ELECTRONICS SHOW. 

3. WCAG HAS NO OBJECTION TO PROPOSED CHANGE IN THE TOPS 
GOALS IN THE FY-78 CCP. IF POST FINDS IT PREFERABLE, 

GOAL OF NUMBER OF INDUSTRY CALLS TO UNCOVER TOPS CAN BE 
SUBSTITUTED IN CAMPAIGNS FOR NUMBER OF TOPS AND IS, 

IN FACT, MORE REALISTIC. THE PRIMARY INTEREST IS IN 
QUALITY RATHER THAN QUANTITY OF TOPS REPORTED BUT WITHOUT, 
NECESSARILY, A REDUCTION IN THE CONTACTS ENTAILED IN 
GENERATING THEM. 

4. WCAG NOTED ICA'S CIRCULAR MEMO NUMBER 106 WHICH 
STATES ICA POLICY ON COMMERCIAL MATTERS (COPY SENT TO 
POST), AND EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR USIS SUPPORT 

OF THE COUNTRY COMMERCIAL PROGRAM, PARTICULARLY IN PUSAN. 

5. WCAG NOTED THE VARIOUS IMPORT LIBERALIZATION MEASURES 
THAT THE ROKG HAS TAKEN AS WELL AS POST'S ASSESSMENT 

OF THE LONG-TERM BENEFITS TO THE U.S. AND DISCUSSED 
THE DESIRABILITY OF WASHINGTON INITIATIVES TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THESE LIBERALIZATION MEASURES. REGARDING 
LIBERALIZATION, THE POST AND WCAG SHOULD BE ALERT TO 
CHANGES AND REFLECT THEM IN THE FY-79 CCP AS APPROPRIATE. 
ALSO THE FY-78 CCP SHOULD BE AMENDED IF NECESSARY TO 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MAJOR NEW OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARISE. 
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6. WCAG NOTED A RECENT TELEGRAM CONCERNING GENERAL 
TRADING COMPANIES (SEOUL 1609). OF PARTICULAR INTEREST 

IS INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MECHANISM FOR ESTABLISHING 
THE IMPORT AND EXPORT GOALS FOR THE COMPANIES AS WELL 
AS THEIR GENERAL COMMERCIAL RELEVANCE. THE POST IS 
REQUESTED TO REPORT ON ANY SIGNIFICANT NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
THAT HAVE BEARING ON U.S. EXPORT PROSPECTS AND CCP ACTIONS. 

7. WCAG COMMENDS POST ON ACHIEVEMENT OF OTHER CCP 
GOALS AND THE GENERAL QUALITY OF REPORTING AND LOOKS 
FORWARD TO RECEIVING SECOND QUARTER REPORT IN EARLY 
APRIL. COOPER 
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